Gaming’s 
final  frontier 

Modifying 
computer  games 
and  uploading 
the  files  keep 
old  games  alive. 


A learning  newsroom  for  journalism  students 


Elmira  Maple  Syrup  Festival 

People  from  far  and  wide  celebrate 
the  sweet  things  in  life. 

Capturing  a moment  in  time 

Former  Conestoga  student 
turns  hobby  into  profession. 
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Spring  break  training 

Seattie  Mariners  pitcher  and  Navan  Ont  -native,  Erik  Bedard  delivers  a pitch  to  Chicago  White  Sox  designated  hitter  Jim  Thome  during  a spring  training  game  in  Tucson, 

A*“  on March  To The Major  League  Baseball  season  off, c, ally  opens  tomorrow  night  when  the  Red  Sox  take  on  the  Athletes  ,n  Tokyo,  Japan.  The  remammg  28  teams 
will  kick  off  their  schedules  on  March  30  and  31 . 


Post-grad  fair 
is  first  ever 


Footsteps  of  Death  walk 
raises  money  for  Darfur 


By  VANESSA  BUTLER 

Are  you  ready  to  graduate  but 
aren't  exactly  sure  of  a career  path? 
Or  maybe  you  need  some  further 
skills  to  top  off  your  diploma  or 
degree. 

On  Wednesday,  Conestoga 
College  is  hosting  its  first  ever 
Post-Graduate  Fair  at  the  Waterloo 
campus. 

From  5-7  p.m.,  program  co-ordi- 
nators from  post-grad  programs  in 
health  and  community  services, 
business,  engineering  and  IT, 
media  and  languages  will  be  on 
hand  to  answer  questions  and  give 
insight  into  their  programs. 

Over  20  programs  will  be  high- 
lighted and  light  refreshments  will 
he  served,  in  a trade-show  format. 
Some  of  the  presentations  will 
include  advanced  police  studies, 
early  childhood  education  resource 
teacher,  applied  counselling,  online 
marketing,  digital  media,  media 
sales  and  teaching  English  as  a sec- 
ond language. 

"We  really  see  the  need  to  pro- 
mote the  number  of  Conestoga's 
post-grad  program  offerings  to  the 
students,”  said  Paul  Osborne, 
director  of  marketing.  “Students 
are  always  looking  to  upgrade  their 
education  and  these  post-grad  pro- 
grams are  a great  way  to  get  that 
extra  edge." 

Osborne  said  there  is  an  increas- 
ing need  for  more  specialization  in 


the  workforce,  and  a post-grad  pro- 
gram really  caps  off  the  students’ 
skills. 

"A  post-grad  program  really 
(fives  more  relevance  to  the  stu- 
dents' knowledge,  and  helps  nar- 
row their  skills,”  he  said. 

Any  graduating  student  from  uni- 
versity or  college  can  attend,  as 
well  as  anyone  already  in  the  work- 
force looking  to  upgrade  their 
skills  or  further  specialize. 


A post-grad  program 
helps  students  narrow 
their  skills. 

Paid  Osborne, 
diret  tor  of  marketing 

"We  want  to  emphasize  that  a 
one-year  specialization  can  really 
open  doors,”  said  •Osborne.  ”1  look 
at  it  like  a tool  belt.  The  more  tools 
someone  has  in  their  tool  belt,  the 
more  opportunity  available  tor  that 
person  to  get  the  job.” 

Osborne  said  advertisements 
have  been  placed  in  Spoke,  as  well 
as  the  four  major  surrounding  uni- 
versities and  local  newspapers. 

“We're  hoping  it  will  he  a really 
successful  evening.  I really  don  t 
know  what-to  expect  this  first  time 
around.”  he  said. 

For  more  information,  visit  the 
college's  website. 


By  HOLLY  FEATHERSTONE 

Hundreds  of  students  and  mem- 
bers of  various  local  action  groups 
and  the  public  will  encircle  the 
University  of  Waterloo  March  26  in 
deference  to  the  thousands  of  civil- 
ian lives  claimed  in  the  Darfur 
region  of  Sudan  since  internal  con- 
flict arose  there  five  years  ago. 

In  fact,  the  foot  of  every  partici- 
pant in  the  fourth  annual  Footsteps 
of  Death  walk  for  Darfur  will  rep- 
resent more  than  six  people  killed 
since  an  estimated  450,000  deaths 
have  occurred. 

The  shocking  number,  coupled 
with  the  wrenching  event  name,  are 
what  Christopher  Tuckwood, 
founder  of  the  university  s 
Genocide  Action  Group,  hopes  will 
evoke  curiosity  and  support  for  the 
event. 

“Everything  about  the  walk, 
including  the  somewhat  morbid 
name,  (are)  meant  to  be  thought- 
provoking.”  he  said. 

Tuckwood.  who  introduced  the 
notion  of  organizing  a walk  in  2005 
and  then  formed  the  Genocide 
Action  Group  a year  later,  said  the 
event's  former  focus  of  raising 
aw  areness  and  limiting  donations 
to  the  day  of  the  walk  only  gar- 
nered $80  for  aid  in  Darfur  through 
United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  for  Refugees. 

“The  following  year,  we  realized 
spreading  information  alone  was 


pointless  and  had  the  idea  of 
actively  fundraising  before  the 
walk  (through  pledges),”  he  said. 

The  concept  matured  to.a  campus 
and  community-wide  event  which 
raised  $4,300  last  year  for  the 
Oxfam  Canada  Canadian  Students 
for  Darfur  Appeal.  Through 
Oxfam.  donors  are  assured  that 
almost  all  the  proceeds  are  directly 
tunneled  toward  humanitarian  aid 
efforts  in  Darfur. 

“Our  focus  has  changed  to 
humanitarian  aid  because  the  gov- 
ernment of  Sudan  has  destroyed 
thousands  of  villages  and  forced 
their  inhabitants  into  the  desert  in 
hopes  they  (will)  die  there  of 
hunger,  thirst  and  disease.”  said 
Tuckwood. 

The  Sudanese'  region  of  Darfur, 
since  2003.  has  been  embroiled  in 
what  Oxfam  recognizes  as  an 
ongoing  humanitarian  crisis. 
Thousands  of  ethnic  civilians  have 
been  killed,  displaced  and  forced 
into  refugee  camps  where  humani- 
tarian aid  workers,  by  international 
incentive,  have  been  deployed  to 
help  save  lives. 

The  Arab-dominated  Sudanese 
government  has  faced  allegations 
of  inciting  atrocities  against  such 
ethnic  civilians  and  the  death  toll 
continues  to  grow. 

Oxfam.  an  organization  dedicat- 
ed to  long-term  aid  relief,  in  tan- 
dem with  the  UN  and  the 
International  Red  Cross,  has  placed 


a strong  emphasis  on  the  distribu- 
tion of  basic  supplies,  lending  psy  - 
chological support  and  maintaining 
strong  security  networks. 

“It  is  about  the  primary  basic 
needs  of  the  (refugees)."  said 
Alexandra  Lopoukhine.  communi- 
cations team  leader  at  Oxfam 
Canada.  “Every  penny  counts  right 
now  because  the  needs  are  there 
and  constant.” 

The  walk,  to  be  held  at  the  uni- 
versity's ring  road  and  student  file 
centre,  will  feature  documen- 
taries. refreshments  and  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  public  to  make 
donations  and  buy  Darfur  T-shirts. 

The  event  will  also  commence, 
at  noon,  with  a speech  from 
Detective  Sergeant  Debbie 
Bodkin,  who  investigated  Darfur 
on  behalf  of  United  Nations  and 
the  U.S.  State  Department 
Atrocities  Documentation  team. 

Kristin  Biefer.  president  of  the 
Genocide  Action  Group,  hopes 
the  event  will  bolster  the  profile 
of  the  ongoing  conflict. 

"The  more  people  that  hear 
about  (the  crisis)  ...  the  more 
attention  it  will  get  from  politi- 
cians. (which)  is  especially  cru- 
cial as  Darfur  is  not  really  on  the 
political  map  in  Canada  right 
now.” 

For  more  information,  visit 
www.footstepsofdeath.com  or 
e-mail  the  Genocide  Action 
Group  at  uwgag@hotmail.com. 
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Now  deep  thoughts 
...with  Conestoga  College 

Random  questions  answered  by  random  students 

What  are  you  waiting  for? 


“To  start  my  career 
because  being 
successful  is  very 
important  to  me.” 

Alvin  Xie, 
first-year 
general  business 


“Summer,  I've  had 
enough  of  all  the 
snow!” 

Kathryn  Lawrie, 
first-year 
respiratory  therapy 


“I'm  waiting  for  that 
class  to  be  over.  I have 
a meeting  in  there 
afterwards.” 


Jessica  Rozema, 
first-year 
nursing,  BScN 


“For  this  school  year  to 
be  over  already.” 

Bannander  Nijjar, 
third-year 
accounting 


“To  figure  out  what  I'm 
doing  with  my  life.” 

Daniel  Schmidt, 
third-year 
material  and 
operation  management 


“To  graduate;  it's  my 
last  semester!” 

Meheret  Afework, 
second-year 
practical  nursing 


Smile  Conestoga,  you  could  be  our  next  respondent! 


CHECK  OUT  CSI’S  NEW 

video 


CONESTOGA 


| students  inc 


Located  in  the  Atrium 
New  releases  each  week! 

24  hour  filial  Iwetteils  fri-moil 

Now  you  can  purchase  new  releases  starting 
at  only  .99c,  You  can  purchase  a prepaid 
$20.®°  movie  card  from  the  CSI  office  or  use 
your  Visa  or  MasterCard 
in  the  machine. 


VISA 


m 


19111 
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Are  you  playing  Sports? 

Had  an  injury?  Concerned  with  preventing  injury? 

Reduce  inflammation  that  causes  pain. 

Book  a sports  massage  with  one  of  CSI's  registered  massage 
therapists.  Located  on  Doon  Campus  main  building,  with  both 
male  and  female  therapists.  Booking  and  details  in  the  CSI  Self 
nHH|RgB|BK|  Serve  Area,  Room  2A 108 

s' — s — ■ | 4 i 

students  inc  | www.conestogastudenfs.corn  ( jvlasaage 
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Festival  a sweet  spot  for  local  community 


By  CHRISTOPHER  MILLS 

Life  is  filled  with  sweet  things, 
the  sweetest  of  which  we  honour 
with  special  days  throughout  the 
year.  We  celebrate  mothers,  our 
sweethearts,  Christmas  and  the 
sweetest  thing  of  all  - maple 
syrup. 

For  the  past  43  years,  the  Elmira 
Maple  Syrup  Festival  has  been  a 
staple  in  southwestern  Ontario, 
and  as  the  44th  edition  approaches 
on  April  4 and  5.  it  doesn't  appear 
that  will  be  changing  anytime 
soon. 

Officially  recognized  by 
Guinness  as  the  largest  maple 
syrup  festival  in  the  world,  the 
Elmira  festival  routinely  draws 
tens  of  thousands  of  people  into 
the  rural  community  for  a heaping 
helping  of  pancakes  and  that 
sweet  condiment  we've  all  come 
to  love. 

■ The  festival  strives  to  emphasize 
the  idea  of  community,  not  just 
through  the  welcoming  of  so  many 
people  from  all  corners  of  the 
world,  but  also  through  the  more 
than  2,000  people  who  volunteer 
their  time  and  services  to  make  the 
event  run. 

Stephen  Klinck  has  been  the 
treasurer  of  the  maple  syrup  festi- 
val committee  for  the  past  five 
years.  He  attended  the  first  one 
back  in  1965. 

"I  was  involved  in  the  very  first 

festival.  I was  a public  school  stu- 


dent, and  we  were  serving  as 
guides  for  other  public  schools 
from  out  of  town,”  lie  says.  ‘‘It’s  a 
great  opportunity  to  put  something 
back  into  the  community.” 

It  is  always  fun  to  see  people 
returning  to  the  community  they 
grew  up  in,  says  Klinck. 

“It’s  a great  opportunity  to 
put  something  back  into 
the  community.” 

Stephen  Klinek, 
treasurer, 

Elmira  Maple  Syrup  Festival 
committee 

"One  of  the  neat  things  is  when 
you  see  people  that  perhaps  grew 
up  in  the  community  come  back 
after  having  been  away  for  a length 
of  time,  and  they  visit  with  their 
friends.  They  know  on  a day  like 
that,  there  will  be  lots  of  friends 
around."  he  says.  “I’ve  seen  lots  of 
reunions  with  people.  It's  also  spe- 
cial when  you  hear  about  people 
who  have  travelled  from  some- 
where like  Asia  because  they  heard 
about  it." 

The  festival  kicks  off  on  the 
Friday  night  with  an  antiques  and 
collectibles  show  at  6 p.m.,  with  a 
toy  show  beginning  later,  at  7 p.m. 
There  are  also  items  available  for 
purchase. 

The  trademark  pancake  breakfast 


begins  Saturday  morning. 

“My  mother  fried  pancakes  at  the 
first  festival,”  says  Klinck.  “It's  not 
just  about  community,  but  it's  also 
a family  thing.  (The  breakfast)  is 
really  great  to  showcase  the  com- 
munity to  all  the  visitors  who  come 
in.  I always  enjoy  frying  pancakes 
and  asking  people  where  they  came 
from  and  how  many  times  they’ve 
been  to  the  festival.” 

After  all  the  pancakes  have  been 
consumed,  the  day  is  full  of  activi- 
ties for  visitors  to  take  part  in. 
Patrons  can  browse  the  outdoor 
mall,  take  a sugar  bush  tour,  attend 
a MegaMutts  dog  show  and  even 
enter  a pancake-flipping  contest, 
among  other  things. 

"We  just  hope  for  good  weather 
and  we're  very  appreciative  of  all 
the  visitors  and  volunteers,”  Klinck 
says.  “We  are  grateful  to  sponsors 
and  people  who  come  as  vendors, 
and  those  who  display  things  in  the 
craft  show,  the  toy  show,  the  mall. 
Without  their  participation,  it 
wouldn’t  happen.” 

The  Elmira  festival  began  as  a 
very  humble  event  according  to 
Klinck,  who  knew  some  people 
involved  in  the  inaugural  edition. 
Herb  Ainsworth  and  Eld.en  Hoffer 
were  the  two  men  who  laid  the 
foundation. 

"It  was  always  fun  to  talk  to  their 
wives  about  their  husbands  who 
envisioned  a small,  humble  event  to 
sell  some  maple  syrup  and  promote 
the  area,  and  how  they  always  mar- 


veled at  how  the  event  had  grown,” 
Klinck  says.  “That  always  kind  of 
warms  your  heart.” 

For  those  like  Klinck,  who  have 
been  a part  of  the  festival  for  so 
long,  it  has  become  an  annual  tradi- 
tion. 


By  JOSHUA  KHAN 

Working  with  one  key  ingredient 
can  be  difficult,  but  two  local 
chefs  are  up  to  the  task  as  they 
will  be  facing  off  in  the  Conestoga 
College  Iron  Chef  Challenge 
2008. 

Inspired  by  the  popular 
American  and  Japanese  show.  Iron 
Chef,  the  event  management  stu- 
dents at  the  college  decided  to  try 
something  new  when  it  comes  to 
events. 

In  its  first  year,  the  challenge  will 
showcase  two  chefs  who  are  com- 
peting to  create  a three-course 
lunch  that  features  a local  ingredi- 
ent: maple  syrup. 

The  chefs  will  have  only  one 
hour  to  complete  the  task  and  will 
have  to  present  their  dishe-  to  a 
panel  of  judges. 

The  event  will  feature  two  indi- 
viduals who  turn  food  into  art: 


“Being  part  of  that,  something 
that  the  community  is  known  for. 
I’m  quite  pleased  that  we  are 
known  for  something  like  this,"  he 
says.  “Bring  friends,  invite  rela- 
tives and  neighbours,  and  just 
come  on  out  and  enjoy  the  day.” 


Chef  Derek  Vagt  from  Charcoal 
Steakhouse  in  Kitchener,  and  Chef 
Michael  Hodgson  from  Wildcraft 
in  Waterloo. 

The  panel  of  judges  will  consist 
of  Kitchener  Mayor  Carl  Zehr. 
Waterloo  Mayor  Brenda  Halloran 
and  Edwin  Outwater,  the  new  KW 
Symphony  Tdusic  director. 

But  the  list  of  local  celebrities 
doesn’t  stop  there  as  the  host  for 
the  event  will  be  Lea  Miller  from 
Dave  FM. 

The  event  will  take  place  at 
Conestoga  College's  Waterloo 
campus  on  March  27.  Festivities 
start  at  1 1 a.m.  and  will  end  at  1 
p.m. 

Tickets  are  $20  and  include  a 
four-course  lunch  provided  by  the 
Conestoga  College  culinary  pro- 
gram. 

For  information  on  tickets  call 
519-885-0501  or  e-mail 

checker  @conestogac.  on. ca. 


Competition  has 
touch  of  local  flavour 


Writing  the  CFP  Exam? 


Prepare  Yourself  for  Success 

with  Laurier’s  Financial  Planner  Examination  'rep  Course! 

This  review  course  is  designed  for  candidates  preparing  for  the  Financial  Planners  Standards  Council 
(FPSC)  Certified  Financial  Planner  Examination™  In  addition , it  will  be  of  interest  hose  who  have 
already  qualified  for  the  CFP™ designation  and  are  in  search  of  CE  (technical)  ere  s. 


n June.  The  focus 
r competence 


The  course  will  be  offered  on  three  weekends  leading  up  to  the  CFPTh  Examinatio 
of  the  sessions  will  be  those  areas  in  the  CFP™  Examination  Syllabus  whose  levei 
requirements  are  Level  3 (Mastery)  and  Level  2 (Comprehension). 

The  instructional  methods  used  will  include  lectures,  homework  assignments,  ca:  analysis,  problem 
solving  and  mock  examinations. 


Course  Length: 

Instructors: 

Cost: 

Location: 


3 weekends.  S:30  a.m.  - 5 p.m..  May  10  & 11,  May  24  & 25,  May  31  .'line  1,  2008 
School  of  Business  and  Economics  faculty' 

$ 575 

Laurier  fs  Waterloo  campus 


LAURIER  Continuing  Education 


www.wlu.ca/  coned 
519.884.0710  x6036 
conted@wlu.ca 
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Facebook 

guidelines 

needed 

Creating  an  online  study  group  may  not  have  been  a good  idea  for 
some  Ryerson  University  students. 

Chris  Avenir  and  some  of  his  classmates  are  being  accused  of  cheat- 
ing by  participating  in  the  group  named  Dungeons/Mastering 
Chemistry  Solutions. 

This  comes  almost  a year  after  Jason  Jagpal,  another  student  at 
Ryerson,  was  disqualified  from  the  university’s  board  of  governors 
election  in  April  2006  for  writing  on  a fellow  student’s  Facebook  mes- 
sage board  on  voting  day. 

In  the  new  case,  a professor  discovered  the  group  and  complained 
that  the  students  shouldn’t  be  allowed  to  input  solutions  to  assignment 
problems.  The  university  agreed,  and  Avenir  received  an  F on  assign- 
ments worth  10  per  cent  of  his  final  grade  and  on  a much  more  serious 
level,  was  charged  with  academic  misconduct. 

On  March  18  he  had  to  attend  an  expulsion  hearing  where  it  was 
decided  he  wouldn’t  be  expelled,  but  he  would  receive  a zero  on  the 
assignment  section  of  the  course. 

Since  launching  back  in  February  2004,  Facebook  has  been  the  most 
popular  social  networking  website  in  the  world. 

Students  and  many  others  use  Facebook  for  catching  up  with 
friends,  sharing  photos  and  music,  sending  out  invitations  for  events 
and  much  more. 

But  with  the  ability  to  create  study  groups  and  communicate  back 
and  forth  with  fellow  students  online,  where  do  you  draw  the  fine  line 
when  it  comes  to  using  Facebook  for  school  purposes'? 

A student  at  San  Diego  State  argues  that  a Facebook  study  group  is 
no  different  than  a group  of  classmates  studying  in  a virtual  study  hall 
or  dorm  room  or  any  other  place  students  can  congregate. 

The  charge  of  academic  misconduct  was  against  Avenir  because  he 
was  the  administrator  of  the  site. 

What  this  controversy  has  exposed  is  that  Facebook  guidelines 
need  to  be  drafted.  Students  need  to  know  what  is  and  isn’t  accept- 
able. 

Let's  face  it,  students  love  Facebook.  They  post  messages  on  their 
friend's  walls,  check  out  pictures  from  a party  the  night  before  and  can 
be  glued  to  the  computer  screen  for  countless  hours.  It  might  be  even 
more  addicting  than  Guitar  Hero. 

And  if  they  use  it  to  study  and  learn,  all  the  better.  But  obviously  it's 
become  an  issue. 

Things  like  invasion  of  privacy,  false  assumptions  and  ruined  reputa- 
tions are  all  issues  that  could  arise  from  being  a part  of  Facebook  and, 
for  Avenir  and  his  classmates,  accusations  of  cheating  as  well. 

Getting  together  after  class,  going  over  notes  and  asking  each  other 
questions  to  prepare  for  tomorrow  morning's  test  is  OK,  as  long  as  it’s 
not  on  Facebook,  or  so  it  seems.  Maybe  that’s  a bit  old  school  for  some 
students  or  kind  of  like  living  in  the  past. 

Hopefully  academic  institutions  will  draft  policies  that  bring  them 
into  the  21st  century,  and  maybe  even  post  them  on  Facebook. 

That  way  both  sides  will  know  what  is  and  isn’t  acceptable. 


Letters  are  welcome 

Spoke  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  Letters  should  be  signed  and  include  the  name 
and  telephone  number  of  the  writer.  Writers  will  be 
contacted  for  verification. 

No  unsigned  letters  will  be  published. 

Letters  should  be  no  longer  than  500  words. 
Spoke  reserves  the  right  to  edit  any  letter 
for  publication. 

Address  correspondence  to: 

The  Editor,  Spoke,  299  Doon  Valley  Dr., 

Room  1C29,  Kitchener,  Ont, 

N2G4M4 


Beware  of  potholes.  They  have  been  known  to  swallow  small  bugs. 


Welcome  to  the  real  world 

push  the  boundaries,  but  as  far  as 
attitude  and  outlook  on  life  are 
concerned,  characters  like  this 
should  be  role  models.  I never  want 
to  spend  my  free  time  sitting 
around  and  doing  grown-up  things 
at  the  expense  of  goofing  off  or 
hanging  out  with  my  friends,  just 
because  someone’s  told  me  I’m 
“too  old  for  that  stuff.” 

Just  because  the  dynamic  of  our 
lives  is  changing,  doesn’t  mean  our 
hearts  need  to. 

. So  as  many  of  us  prepare  to  move 
on  into  our  chosen  careers,  I leave 
you  with  one  piece  of  advice:  don’t 
lose  yourself. 

At  times,  you  will  need  to  let 
someone  tell  you  what  to  do  with 
yourself  or  how  to  conduct  your- 
self, but  don’t  let  them  tell  you  how 
to  BE  yourself. 

Approach  everything  with  the 
curiousity  of  a toddler,  the  joy  of  a 
child  and  the  open-mindedness  of  a 
teenager. 

Let  things  amaze  you  and  stir  you 
up,  and  smile  every  chance  you  get. 
And  most  of  all,  don’t  ever  hold 
back  on  your  enjoyment  for  some- 
thing just  because  of  your  age,  or 
because  you’re  afraid  someone 
might  look  down  on  you. 

This  is  your  life  and  yours  alone; 
don't  let  anyone  else  live  it  for  you. 
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The  end  of  the  school  year  is 
upon  us  and  for  most  of  us,  it’s  the 
last.  Graduation  is  closing  in.  That 
means  a departure  from  the  famil- 
iar and  often  comfortable  confines 
of  classrooms  and  labs,  and  an 
entrance  into  the  vast  unknown  that 
is  the  working  world. 

For  a lot  of  people  - myself 
included  - the  prospect  of  entering 
the  “real  world”  is  a scary  one. 

Questions  about  what  job  we’re 
going  to  get,  if  we're  going  to  get 
one  at  all,  where  we’ll  live  and  how 
much  we’ll  make  can  be  daunting. 

In  the  coming  months,  if  it’s  not 
happening  already,  people  will  be 
in  your  ear  constantly  with  admo- 
nitions to  grow  up.  You'll  hear  how 
it's  time  to  abandon  any  childish  or 
adolescent  ways  and  be  an  adult; 
to  carry  yourself  like  a profession- 
al. 

The  fact  is,  you'll  have  plenty  of 
time  to  act  maturely  and  profes- 
sionally. You'll  have  a job,  a sig- 
nificant other,  perhaps  a family 
and  a mortgage  - there’s  no 
escaping  most  of  that.  But  what 
many  people  fail  to  realize,  and 
what  many  people  won’t  tell  you, 
is  that  being  professional  is  meas- 
ured by  what  you  accomplish  and 
how  you  accomplish  it.  It  is  not  a 
state  of  mind  or  heart.  As  long  as 


Christopher 

Mills 


Opinion 

you  get  the  job  done  in  an  effi- 
cient and  respectable  manner, 
there’s  nothing  stopping  you  from 
doing  it  with  a smile  or  a child- 
like spirit. 

It  may  not  be  a popular  attitude, 
but  the  older  I get,  the  younger  I 
want  to  act.  As  the  years  pile  up,  it 
is  more  essential  to  face  life  with 
the  outlook  of  a child  because  the 
moments  to  enjoy  ourselves  are 
fewer  and  fewer.  That  means  we 
need  to  enable  ourselves  to  find 
joy  in  more  - and  simpler  - 
things. 

Most  popular  sitcoms  feature 
main  characters  that  are  chastised 
for  their  childish  attitudes  and 
behaviours.  Characters  like  Doug 
Heffernan  on  The  King  of  Queens 
and  Ray  Barone  on  Everybody 
Loves  Raymond  hold  down  suc- 
cessful jobs  and  support  their  fam- 
ilies while  living  lifestyles  domi- 
nated by  television,  sports,  games 
and  socializing  with  friends. 

Occasionally  these  characters 
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Respect  is  lacking 


By  FRANCA  MAIO 

People  today  are  so  consumed 
with  their  own  agenda  that  it  is 
easy  to  lose  sight  of  who  gets  hurt 
or  mistreated. 

Some  people  feel  it  is  necessary 
and  appropriate  to  treat  another 
person  poorly. 

When  did  it  all  change?  When 
did  someone  say  it  was  OK  to  yell 
at  another  human  being  and  threat- 
en to  sue  them  because  he  or  she 
didn’t  like  their  employer’s  policy. 
How  is  it  OK  to  treat  people  with 
complete  disrespect  when  they 
welcome  you  into  their  home,  pro- 
vide you  with  food  and  a roof  over 
your  head  and  don't  ask  tor  any 
money  in  exchange. 

Our  society  today  is  so  consumed 
with  “me.”  Most  of  us  believe  the 
world  owes  us  and  we  are  going  to 
collect.  We  have  lost  sight  of  all  the 
good  currently  in  our  lives  because 
we  are  too  busy  searching  for  green- 
er pastures.  Sometimes  what  we 
want,  really  isn't  what  we  need  or 
what  is  good  for  us. 

A few  months  ago,  1 stayed  at  a 
nice  hotel  in  Toronto.  When  1 


walked  in,  the  person  behind  the 
desk  told  me  they  didn’t  have  my 
reservation,  which  I found  sort  of 
odd.  The  other  employee  made  a 
comment  that  it  could  be  possible 
my  friend  booked  the  room  at  a 
cheaper  hotel.  1 shrugged  it  off,  but 
when  1 finally  got  up  to  my  room,  1 
realized  he  was  insinuating  that  I 
didn’t  belong.  He  must  have  for- 
gotten that  I paid  for  my  room,  so  I 
could  obviously  afford  to  stay 
there.  When  I travel,  I don’t  dress 
in  really  nice  clothing  because  I am 
usually  driving  and  it  gets  hot  in 
the  car  after  awhile. 

In  liiy  experience,  the  people 
who  have  money  don’t  flaunt  it. 
For  him  to  assume  I did  not  have 
enough  money  was  completely  dis- 
respectful and  rude. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  we  live  in  a 
society  where  some  people  put  oth- 
ers into  classes  and  if  you  don’t  lit 
that  class,  you  are  treated  differently. 

At  the  end  of  the  day  we  are  all 
human.  We  all  eat  the  same,  drink  the 
same,  watch  television  the  same  way 
and  we  all  deserve  respect.  It  does 
not  matter  if  we  work  as  a top  exec- 
utive or  we  work  as  a produce  clerk. 


(Photo  by  Charlotte  Prong  Parkhitt) 

The  world  is  not  your  ashtray 

It  should  be  crocuses!  Melting  snow  reveals  Conestoga’s  dirty 
secret.  Smokers  — butt  out  in  the  ashtrays.  The  college  is  doing 
its  part,  recently  receiving  an  award  from  the  Region  of  Waterloo 
for  going  above  and  beyond  the  Smoke-Free  Ontario  Act. 


COUNSELLOR’S  CORNER:  A Healthy  Lifestyle 

The  pressures  of  school  can  easily  cause  students  to  lose  the 
balance  between  taking  care  of  themselves  and  the  need  to  put 
their  best  efforts  into  succeeding  academically. 

School,  part-time  jobs,  family  and  relationships  all  make 
demands  on  us  which  can  cause  stress  and  stress-related 
illnesses.  But  there  are  ways  to  maintain  our  health  and  keep  an 
equilibrium  between  competing  demands  on  our  time  and  energy. 
Scheduling  in  time  for  self-care  may  mean  reserving  several 
hours  a week  for  a fitness  activity  we  enjoy.  We  need  friends  we 
can  talk  to  about  personal  matters  and  daily  life,  and  people  to 
just  "hang  out"  with  and  do  something  purely  for  fun.  We  need 
to  feel  comfortable  in  being  alone,  with  time  for  relaxation  and 
quiet  reflection. 

Getting  eight  hours  of  sleep  nightly,  eating  at  least  one  hot, 
balanced  meal  daily,  maintaining  appropriate  body  weight  and 
monitoring  our  use  of  alcohol,  caffeine  and  tobacco  are  choices 
that  will  help  us  live  longer  and  prevent  illness. 

Living  a healthy  lifestyle  will  also  help  now,  by  boosting 
concentration,  memory  and  stamina.  Having  a balanced,  healthy 
lifestyle  helps  us  feel  more  relaxed,  in  control  of  the  present  and 
our  future  direction. 


A Message  from  Counselling  Services , 1A103. 


Enrolled  in  a Red  Seal  trade? 

Then  you  may  qualify  for  a $1,000  grant. 

There  are  a lot  of  reasons  to  pursue  an 
apprenticeship.  We’ve  added  another.  The 
Apprenticeship  Incentive  Grant  is  a new  grant  that 
is  available  to  registered  apprentices  once  they 
have  successfully  completed  their  first  or  second 
year  (or  equivalent)  of  an  apprenticeship  program 
in  one  of  the  Red  Seal  trades. 

How  to  apply: 

CALL:  1-866-742-3644  / TTY  1-866-909-9757 

CLICK:  servicecanada.ca 

OR  VISIT:  a Service  Canada  Centre 


Apprenti(e)  dans  un  metier  Sceau  rouge? 

Si  oui,  vous  avez  peut-etre  droit  a une  subvention  de  1 000  $. 

Aux  diverses  raisons  de  faire  un  apprentissage  vient  s’ajouter  une 
autre  : la  Subvention  incitative  aux  apprentis.  II  s’agit  d’une  nouvelle 
subvention  offerte  aux  apprentis  inscrits,  apres  la  1re  ou  2e  annee 
de  formation  (ou  I’equivalent)  terminee  avec  succes  dans  un  metier 

Sceau  rouge. 

Pour  presenter  une  demande  : 

COMPOSEZ  : 1-866-742-3644  / ATS  1-866-909-9757 
CLIQUEZ : servicecanada.ca 

OU  VISITEZ  : un  centre  Service  Canada 
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Modding  ...  the  future  of  gaming? 


By  WEI-LON  LEE 

If  modding  is  the  final  frontier  of 
gaming,  then  Clint  Hall  is  going 
where  no  modder  has  gone  before. 

For  those  of  us  who  are  techno- 
logically challenged,  "modding”  is 
the  shorthand  for  modifying  or 
making  modifications  to  existing 
computer  games,  and  according  to 
Hall,  it  represents  the  future  of  the 
gaining  industry. 

“What  modding  is  really  about  is 
improving  existing  games,  either 
graphically,  audibly  or  just  adding 
more  functionality  to  the  game,” 
said  the  25-year-old  north  London 
resident  in  a telephone  interview. 

Hall,  or  Wrath  of  Achilles  as  he  is 
more  famously  known,  is  one  of 
the  most  well-known  veteran  mod- 
ders  in  the  online  community. 

"It’s  the  online  gaming  and  mod- 
ding community  that  is  keeping 
some  very  old  games  alive,”  he 
said,  adding  that  without  the  input 
of  websites  like  Armada  2 files, 
games  such  as  Starcraft  or  World  of 
Warcraft  would  have  been  long 
dead. 

And  Star  Trek:  Armada  2 is  a liv- 
ing testament  to  that. 

Originally  released  in  early  2002, 
the  PC-based  Star  Trek-inspired 
game  has  become  one  of  the  most 
heavily  modified  games  in  the 
online  community,  said  Hall. 

“Star  Trek  Armada  2 files  is 
probably  one  of  the  most  compre- 
hensive websites  for  downloading 
Armada  2 modifications,”  he  said. 

Eighteen-year-old  Joel  Goodman 
agrees. 

“The  online  modding  community 
is  still  fairly  new,  so  a lot  of  the 
works  we  do  still  haven't  been 
accepted  by  the  general  public  or 
the  game  and  software  developers,” 
he  said. 

Goodman,  who  is  more  fondly 
recognized  as  Joelteon7,  is  the 
main  website  administrator  at 
Armada  2 files,  a website  that  fea- 
tures free  downloadable  additions 
to  the  game. 

Many  people  still  think  that 
“modding”  games  is  illegal  or  is 
considered  cheating,  said 
Goodmam 

"There  is  actually  an  unwritten 
agreement  between  some  game 
developers  and  the  modding  com- 
munity that  allow  gamers  to  modi- 
fy games,  because  far  from  hurting 


the  company's  bottom  line,  the 
work  that  modders  are  doing  is 
actually  helping  to  boost  sales  long 
after  the  game  has  been  released," 
he  said. 

However,  the  relationship 
between  the  online  modding  com- 
munity and  game  publishers  is  still 
a bit  of  a slippery  slope,  said 
Goodman. 

"Some  developers  are  publicly 
supportive  of  modding,  while  oth- 
ers shun  it  completely.  And  then 
there  are  some  companies  that  pub- 
licly denounce  modding,  but  are 
actually  supportive  of  it  behind  the 
scene,”  he  said. 

But  it  is  still  surprising  to  hear 
that  people  still  believe  the  online 
modding  community  is  a sort  of 
subversive,  counter-culture  move- 
ment, said  Hall. 

"People  think  that  we’re  one  of 
these  types  that  want  to  bring  down 
Microsoft  or  that  we  have  some 
sort  of  political  message,”  he  said. 
“But  the  only  motivation  we  have 
is  a passion  for  gaming,  to  make 
games  as  good  as  they  can  be.” 

As  for  violating  intellectual  prop- 
erty rights? 

“That’s  not  really  an  issue  in  the 
modding  community,”  said  Jan 
Schotteldreier  from  Rheine,  west 
Germany,  who  is  more  commonly 
known  as  TParis  in  the  online 
forums  of  Armada  2 files. 

“People  here  explicitly  know  that 
any  work,  any  graphical  additions 
or  model  additions  made  to  the 
game  has  to  be  free,  that  no  money 
or  profit  can  be  made  from  their 
work,”  he  said. 

The  1 8-year-old  staff  member  fur- 
ther explains  that  if  anyone  ever  sold 
their  original  work  for  money,  they 
would  be  in  direct  violation  of  copy- 
right laws,  since  Paramount  Studios 
actually  own  the  rights  to  anything 
related  to  Star  Trek,  so  a portion  of 
the  money  they  make  would  have  to 
go  to  Paramount  as  royalty  fees. 

“If  they  don't  pay  Paramount,  then 
Paramount  can  press  charges  under 
international  copyright  laws,”  he 
said. 

But  since  nothing  like  that  has 
ever  happened  to  any  of  the  web- 
site’s members,  Schotteldreier  said 
he  isn't  too  worried  about  it. 

"People  know  better,”  he  said. 
“Besides,  this  is  a free  community, 
people  frown  on  that  kind  of  stuff 
anyways.”  - y 


Despite  being  a popular  online 
movement  among  gamers, 
modifying  computer  game  soft- 
ware, otherwise  known  as 
“modding,”  is  still  rather  stigma- 
tized by  the  general  public  as 
well  as  game-developing  com- 
panies, says  Clint  Hall,  a veter- 
an modder  known  as  Wrath  of 
Achilles. 

Top  left  and  right:  An  unmodi- 
fied ship  model  from  the  game 
Star  Trek:  Armada  2 versus  the 
same  model  with  added  high- 
resolution  textures. 

Left:  For  the  Trek  enthusiasts, 
this  is  the  scene  depicting  the 
famous  battle  of  Wolf  359  from 
the  popular  TV  series  Star 
Trek:  the  next  generation. 

Bottom:  The  same  depiction  of 
the  battle  of  Wolf  359,  but  on  a 
modified  version  of  the  game. 


(Photos  by  Wei-Lon  Lee) 
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Museum  offers  glimpse  into  games’  past 


By  WEI-LON  LEE 

Think  video  games  are  only  for 
prepubescent  teens? 

Not  so,  says  Sarah  Cook  from  the 
department  of  recreation  and 
leisure  studies  at  the  University  of 
Waterloo. 

“There  are  many  real-life  appli- 
cations of  video  games,”  said 
Cook. 

For  example,  the  faculty  of 
applied  health  sciences  at  UW  is 
currently  researching  the  possible 
use  of  the  Nintendo  Wii’s  remote 
motion-sensing  technology  to  help 
with  physical  therapy. 

The  department  of  recreation 
and  leisure  studies  is  also  looking 
at  the  possible  use  of  video  gam- 
ing to  enhance  the  health  and 
well-being  of  people  through  the 
use  of  leisure  activities,  said 
Cook. 

"So  video  games  aren't  just  for 
screwing  up  your  eyes,”  she 
joked. 

If  you  want  to  know  more  about 
video  games,  computer  games  or 
just  games  in  general,  you  should 
head  to  the  Elliott  Avedon 
Museum  & Archive  of  Games 
located  inside  the  Burt  Matthews 
Hall,  where  you  will  find  an 
authentic  Atari  2600  gaming  sys- 
tem as  well  as  the  best-selling 
home  computer  of  all  time,  the 
Commodore  64. 

Other,  more  recent  console  sys- 
tems are  also  on  display,  such  as 


the  Super  Nintendo  Entertainment 
System  and  the  Sega  Genesis. 

For  those  feeling  nostalgia  kick- 
ing in,  the  tour  also  allows  visitors 
to  play  on  recent  consoles  such  as 
the  Sega  Genesis,  Nintendo 
GameCube  and  the  Xbox  360. 

However,  the  real  gems  such  as 
the  Magnavox  Odyssey  gaming 
console  from  the  1970s  and  even 
the  N64  and  Playstation  consoles 
are  oddly  locked  away  in  display 
cases. 

“Many  of  the  pieces  in  our  col- 
lection arc  one-of-a-kind,  discon- 
tinued machines  which  were  given 
to  us  by  anonymous  donors,”  said 
Cook. 

Since  the  museum  is  maintained 
mostly  by  graduate  students  from 
the  department  of  recreation  and 
leisure  studies  and  it  is  only  par- 
tially funded  by  the  Ontario 
Ministry  of  Tourism,  the  museum 
is  on  a tight  budget  most  of  the 
time,  she  said. 

Besides  showcasing  the  history 
of  video  games,  the  museum  also 
explains  the  origins  of  video  games 
as  well  as  hand-held  electronic 
games. 

The  on-campus  exhibit  is  free  of 
charge  and  is  open  to  the  public 
from  Jan.  15  to  April  15.  The 
museum  is  open  Monday  to  Friday 
from  9 a.m.  to  4 p.m. 

For  more  information  or  to  book 
an  individual  or  group  tour,  call 
519-888-4424  or  e-mail  musin- 
fo@healthy.uwaterloo.ca. 


(Photo  by  Wei-Lon  Lee) 

Many  real-life  applications  exist  for  video  games,  says  Sarah  Cook  from  the  department  of  recre- 


ation and  leisure  studies  at  the  University  of  Waterloo.  An  exhibit  is  currently  on  display  at  the  Elliott 
Avedon  Museum  and  Archive  of  Games  chronicling  the  evolution  of  both  video  games  and  computer 
games.  Other  portable,  hand-held  electronic  games  are  also  on  display. 
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(Photo  by  Wei-Lon  Lee) 

Remember  this?  The  Atari  2600  was  released  in  October  1977 
and  was  responsible  for  popularizing  the  plug-in  cartridge  con- 
cept which  was  later  used  in  both  Nintendo  and  Sega  systems. 


(Photo  by  Wei-Lon  Lee) 

The  Magnavox  Odyssey  was  the  world's  first  video  game  console. 
First  designed  by  Ralph  Baer,  it  was  released  in  the  fall  of  1972 
and  predates  the  Atari  Pong  home  consoles  by  several  years. 
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LAST  CHANCE  TO  APPLV 

We’re  Recruiting!!! 


Orientation 

Leaders 


Applications  are  available  in  Student  Life  Office  - Doon,  Academic  Admin. 
Office  - Waterloo  OR  online  at  www.conestogac.on.ca/ studentlif e 


DUE  FRIDAY  MARCH  28  2008 

STUDENT  LIFE  OFFICE  (2A101)  - DOON 
ACADEMIC  ADMIN.  OFFICE  - WATERLOO 


Looking  for  a cool 
summer  job? 


Now  Hiring... 

Student  Life 

Interns 


Come  join  the  Student  Life  team  and  spend  four  months 
(May— August)  working  on  Orientation,  sponsorship, 
special  events  and  at  the  Student  Life  Info  Desk. 

* Develop  your  Leadership  skills 

* Work  in  a fun  and  supportive  environment 


* 


Work  24  hours  per  week 


Last  week 
tc  apply, 
applications 
due  March  28 


Applications  are  available  online  at 
www.conestogac.on.ca/  studentlife 
or  from  the  Student  Life  Office  2A101 
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Super  Cities  Walk 
raises  money  for  MS 


By  SARAH  JAYNES 

Canadians  have  the  highest  rate 
of  people  who  suffer  from  multiple 
sclerosis,  and  the  majority  of  those 
people  are  young.  MS  is,  by  far,  the 
most  common  neurological  disease 
affecting  young  people  in  Canada. 

Multiple  sclerosis  is  a chronic, 
inflammatory  disease  that  affects 
the  nervous  system,  causing 
changes  in  sensation,  muscle 
weakness,  muscles  spasms  and  dif- 
ficulty seeing,  breathing,  speaking 
and  swallowing.  MS  also  causes 
chronic  pain  and  bowel  and  blad- 
der problems. 

At  this  point  in  time,  MS  has  no 
cure,  and  researchers  still  are  not 
sure  what  causes  it;  however,  they 
are  getting  closer  to  an  answer 
everyday. 

“The  biggest  help  is  the  annual 
Walk  for  MS  that  occurs  all  around 
the  world,  and  all  over  Canada,” 
said  Laura  Voison,  a volunteer  who 
has  been  helping  out  with  the  walk 
for  over  five  years. 

She  is  involved  with  the  Super 
Cities  walk  that  happens  every  year 
in  April  in  Kitchener- Waterloo. 

The  walk  encourages  Canadians 
to  walk,  run  or  bike  five,  10,  or  15 
kilometres  to  raise  money  for  MS. 
There  are  160  sites  in  Canada 
where  the  walk  is  held  every  year 
in  the  early  spring. 

The  MS  Society  has  over  25,000 


members  who  focus  on  treating 
people  with  MS,  who  conduct 
research  and  help  families  cope 
with  the  disease. 

“There  are  almost  14,000  people 
in  Canada  who  volunteer  for  public 
awareness,  campaigning  and 
fundraising  events  like  the  walk,” 
she  said. 

In  2007,  the  Super  Cities  walk  in 
Kitchener- Waterloo  raised  over 
$ 1 7,000  to  go  toward  research  and 
the  care  of  people  who  are  dealing 
with  the  disease. 

“Our  family  has  walked  eight 
years  in  a row,”  said  Nicole  Reeves 
of  Kitchener,  who  lost  her  mother 
to  MS  in  1999. 

Reeves  said  every  year  during  the 
walk  she  gets  emotional  because  it 
touches  her  heart  that  people  care 
so  much. 

“There  are  people  who  walk  just 
for  support,”  she  said.  She  added 
thousands  of  people  who  walk  and 
volunteer  are  just  helping  out 
because  they  feel  for  the  people 
who  are  going  through  the  battle 
everyday. 

This  year  the  Kitchener- Waterloo 
walk  is  April  13  at  8:30  a.m.  The 
event  will  start  at  Federation  Hall 
at  the  University  of  Waterloo 
where  there  will  be  a free  breakfast 
beforehand. 

If  you  are  interested  in  volunteer- 
ing, walking,  running  or  biking, 
visit  www.mssociety.ca  to  register. 


Summer 

Company 

Be  your  own  boss 

Earn  up  to  $3,000  in  awards  and  turn  what  you  love  to 
do  into  a summer  experience.  Keep  all  business  profits 
and  develop  entrepreneurial  skills. 

Summer  Company  is  open  to  all  students  aged  1 5-29 
who  are  returning  to  school  in  the  fall. 

Apply  online  at  www.summercompany.ca 
Application  deadline:  April  30,  2008. 

For  more  information 

rob.dement@kitchener.ca  OR  519-741-2986 

www.summercompany.ca 

Summer  Company  is  offered  by 


"Valid  2007-2008  photo  student  identification  from  o recognized  (onodion  University  or  college  must  be  presented  at  the  Box  Office.  Students  are  only  permitted 
to  purchase  this  combo  for  performances  running  on  the  same  day  of  the  purchase  and  must  redeem  their  receipt  for  the  concession  portion  of  combo  on  the  some 
day.  Students  are  only  permitted  to  use  their  Student  ID  for  this  combo  once  per  day.  Subject  to  seat  avsilobility.  Ho  refunds  once  combo  is  purchased.  Exchanges 
on  admission  ticket  me  only  peimitted  by  re-submitting  student  ID  and  must  be  for  another  performance  on  the  some  day.  Ho  substitutions  or  time  extensions  once 
promotion  ends  on  May  31, 2008.  Not  valid  in  conjunction  with  any  other  offer.  Not  voud  for  advance  purchases,  special  programs,  events  (e.g.  WWt  and  Reel  Babies), 
Real  D or  1M&X  presentations.  This  offer  is  only  valid  at  poriicipafing  Empire  Theatres  in  ON  A8.  BE,  SK.  MB  and  exclusively  in  Ar.tigomsh,  NS. 


MDVIE  ADMISSION, 
REGULAR  POPCORN  & 
REGULAR  SOFT  DRINK 


Student  Life 


3imv  can  wc  p demote  %ea  pact 
on  owe  camp 06? 

Conestoga  College  is  developing  a Respect  campaign  that  will  share  the  message: 
Respect  is  the  understanding  that  M/e  share  a 
common  citizenship  and  a behaviour  of  civility  that  we  all  value. 

* We  have  the  ability  to  agree  and  disagree  civilly: 

* We  consider  the  needs  and  rights  of  all  people  in  the  community 

* We  do  not  allow  any  excuse  for  disrespect 

Connell  in  the 

Student  Life  We  would  like  to  form  a focus  group  of  students  to  discuss  strategies  to  spread  the 

Programmer  message  of  Respect  and  what  Respect  looks  like  on  our  campus.  We  are  asking  for 

2AU7  L,rc  v£HSf ft!?  lrJours  on: 

information!  1 hursda>'  March  27  - 4 :00pm-6 :00pm  or 

Monday  April  7 - 4:00pm-6:00pm  SIGN  UP 

Meeting  Location:  Room  2A111  STUDENT  |ip€ 


Are  you  ready  to  graduate  but  aren't  exactly 
sure  of  a career  path?  Or  maybe  you  need 
some  further  skills  to  top  off  your  diploma 
or  degree. 

On  Wednesday  March  26th,  Conestoga  College  is 
hosting  a Post-Graduate  Fair  at  our  Waterloo 
Campus,  just  down  the  street  from  the  University 
of  Waterloo  and  Laurier. 

Program  coordinators  of  our  highly  respected 
post-grad  programs  in  Health  & Community 
Services,  Business,  Engineering  and  IT,  Media  and 
Languages  will  be  on  hand  to  answer  your 
questions  and  give  insight  into  their  programs. 

Light  refreshments  will  be  served! 


Over  20  programs  will  be  highlighted: 

Health  & Community  Services: 

Career  Development  Practitioner 

Advanced  Police  Studies 

Advanced  Set  urity  Studies 

Early  C hildhood  Education  Resource  Teachry 

Recreation  Management  for  Older  Adults 

Applied  Counseling 

Business: 

Accounting  & Information  Technology 
. Event. Management 
I inancial  Planning  Services 

Vluman  Resources  Management  (Co-op  A Non  Co  op) 

Online  Marketing 

Professional  Accounting  Practice 

Retail  Opeiations  Management 

Applied  Organizational  I eadership  A Development 


Engineering  & IT 

Digital  Media 

f nvifonmental  I ngineering  Applications  (Co  op  A Non  Co  op) 
Computer  Applications  Development  (Co  op) 

Woodworking  Manufac  luring  Matvigemem 

Media 

Videography  - Broadcast  -Journalism/Doc.umentary 
Media  Sales 


Language 

Teaching 'English  as  a Second  Language 


Top  off  your  education  at 
Conestoga  College  - the  number 
one  college  in  Ontario  for  the 
last  nine  straight  years! 


CONESTOGA 


For  more  information  go  to  our  website  www.conestogac.on.ca  and  look  under  College  Events 


Are  you  getting  ready  to  graduate  with  your  degree  but  don't  really  have  a focus? 

“Turn  Your  Degree  Into  a Career” 


Conestoga  College  Post-Grad  Fair 

Wednesday  March  26,  5 p.m.  - 7 p.m.  Waterloo  Campus  108  University  Ave,  Waterloo,  ON 


EMPIRE 

THEATRES 

GATEWAY 

PARK 


EMPIRETHEATRES.CDM 
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WE  HAVE  THE  CAREERS, 

YOU  HAVE  THE  OPPORTUNITIES. 


If  you  are  pursuing  a technical  program  orthinking  of  continuing  your  training 
after  high  school,  consider  a full-  or  part-time  career  in  the  Canadian  Navy. 

As  a Naval  Technician,  you  can  expect  a challenging  career  that  will  test  your 
skills  and  abilities.  We  can  offer  you: 

• Paid  tuition,  books  and  equipment 

• Salary  during  studies  and  summer  employment 

• Guaranteed  employment  after  graduation 

• Opportunities  to  work  close  to  home  and  abroad 

To  find  out  more,  visit  our  Website  or  your  local  Canadian  Forces  recruiting  centre. 


, 


so 

Week  of  March  24,  2008 


Be  willing  to  listen  to  others,  and 
keep  an  open  mind.  This  is  the  key 
to  overcoming  obstacles. 


Stay  focused  on  your  priorities, 
but  make  time  for  yourself.  You 
may  be  at  the  centre  of  a storm. 


Libra 

September  23 
October  22 


Close  your  mouth  and  open 
your  ears  in  an  effort  to  under- 
stand others.  Your  empathy  will 
enable  your  relationships  to  grow 
to  a deeper  level. 


Scorpio 

4 Mif  October  23  - 
November  2 1 


Your  passion  for  work  is  mak- 
ing all  of  your  dreams  come  true. 
Don't  forget  to  slow  down  and 
smell  the  coffee  - perhaps  with  a 
special  loved  one. 


fH  m°“21 

j Sagittarius 

— -7"  Kf  November  22  - 

December  21 

Your  dual  nature  allows  you  to 
see  both  sides  of  an  issue.  This 
will  be  the  key  to  your  success 
this  week. 

Challenge  your  own  beliefs,  and 
carefully  evaluate  the  barrage  of 
information  coming  your  way. 
This  is  not  a good  time  to  make 
life-altering  decisions. 

fgSyl  Cancer 

Vjp  June  22  - July  22 

if wm  Capricorn 

Cg'  \ December  22  - 

You're  so  quiet  sometimes  peo- 
ple don't  notice  your  exceptional 
leadership  abilities.  Take  the 
reins  - now's  your  time  to  shine. 

Don't  believe  everything  you 
hear,  and  don't  participate  in  gos- 
sip. Your  friends  are  more  impor- 
tant than  you  realize. 

Hi  jui,2?ugust 

e;  Aquarius 

January  20  - 
February  18 

Events  are  rushing  at  you  at 
breakneck  speed.  Be  aware  that 
everything  coming  your  way  now 
is  a growth  opportunity,  whether 
the  outcome  is  sood  or  bad. 


Virgo 

August  23  - 
September  22 


What  is  it  that  you  really 
desire?  You  can't  reach  your 
goals  if  you  don't  know  what 
they  are.  Focus  your  energies  on 
one  task  at  a time. 


Sure,  your  partner  isn't  perfect. 
Neither  are  you.  Get  your  head  out 
of  the  clouds  and  your  feet  on  the 
ground  before  being  judgmental  of 
others. 


If*? 

1 A/' 


Pisces 

February  1 9 - 
March  20 


Love  may  be  coming  your  way 
soon.  Keep  your  eyes  peeled  for 
that  special  someone!  They’re 
watching  you  right  now. 


Jennifer  Sprach  is  a third-year 
journalism  student  holding  fate 
in  the  palm  of  her  hand. 


Entertainment 
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Filmmakers  showcase 
work  at  local  festival 


BY  ELIZABETH  BATE 

It  wasn't  the  Cannes  film  festival, 
but  it  was  important  to  local  film- 
makers all  the  same. 

The  Multicultural  Film  Festival, 
hosted  by  the  Multicultural 
Cinema  Club  ran  at  Kitchener's 
City  Hall  March  I 1-15. 

The  festival,  now  in  its  third  year, 
showcased  the  works  of  local 
artists  in  free,  public  viewings  in 
the  council  chambers. 

Majdi  Bou-Motor,  a filmmaker 
with  the  cinema  club  and  the  MC  at 
the  festival,  was  thrilled  with  this 
year's  entries. 

"This  specific  festival  is  unique 
because  of  its  local  focus,"  he  says. 

The  only  requirement  to  enter  a 
film  was  that  its  filmmaker  be 


locally  based,  so  films  entered 
were  of  varying  lengths,  though 
most  were  shorts. 

Topics  ranged  from  documen- 
taries and  fictional,  full-length  dra- 
mas to  music  videos. 

Although  the  festival  was  adver- 
tised by  the  Working  Centre,  the 
local  not-for-profit  group  that 
houses  the  cinema  club  as  well  as 
other  local  groups,  the  turnout  for 
the  viewing  never  exceeded  70 
people. 

Even  so,  these  numbers  were  up 
from  previous  years  giving  local 
filmmakers  hope  that  interest  is 
growing. 

Elisa  Crosland,  the  director  of 
one  entry  and  the  head  of  Ed  Video, 
a production  studio  for  hire  in 
Guelph,  says  she’s  excited  seeing 


(Photo  by  Elizabeth  Bate) 

Local  directors  Azam  Fouk  Aladeh  and  Elisa  Crosland  watch 
viewers  enter  Kitchener  City  Hall  council  chambers  for  the  third 
annual  Multicultural  Film  Festival,  March  12.  Aladeh’s  film  Legacy 
of  the  Heart,  won  two  awards. 


people  take  an  interest  in  local 
films. 

A new  addition  to  this  year's  fes- 
tival was  the  people’s  choice 
awards. 


“This  specific  festival  is 
unique  because  of  its 
local  focus.” 

Majdi  Baa-Motor, 
lot  a! 'filmmaker 


After  each  screening,  viewers 
were  asked  to  vote  on  their 
favourite  films,  resulting  in  awards 
in  four  categories. 

A/am  Fouk  Aladeh,  the  founder 
and  director  of  the  cinema  club, 
was  given  two  awards,  best  docu- 
mentary and  best  social  justice 
film,  for  his  documentary  on 
Toronto’s  Casey  House,  called 
Legacy  of  the  Heart. 

Best  short  film  was  awarded  to 
the  Red  Button  made  by  Angus  R. 
McLellan  and  Sleeping  Dogs  made 
by  Terrance  Odette  was  given  the 
best  feature  film  award. 

The  directors  of  each  of  the  rec- 
ognized films  received  a plaque 
donated  by  local  store  Ten 
Thousand  Villages. 

For  most  viewers  it  was  more 
about  enjoying  the  films  than  the 
awards. 

“It  was  brilliant,’’  said  B.  Patrick 
Plein,  of  Kitchener,  after 
Wednesday  night's  showing.  "It's 
nice  to  see  local  film's  and  people 
supporting  the  arts  scene." 

Preparations  are  already  under- 
way for  next  year's  festival. 

For  more  information  on  the  fes- 
tival or  the  Multicultural  Cinema 
Club,  e-mail  fiim-making@the- 
workingcentre.org 


Walkie-talkie  thieves  never  caught 


By  KERRY  REED 

Imagine  a bank  robbery  where 
the  thieves  were  the  most  innocent 
people  involved. 

The  movie  The  Bank  Job 
involves  murder,  police  corrup- 
tion, a sex  scandal  and  links  to  the 
British  royal  family,  and  it  is  all 
based  on  true  events.  It  is  a must- 
see  movie. 

Directed  by  Roger  Donaldson, 
The  Bank  Job  is  a version  of  a 
1971  British  vault  cleanout  on 
Baker  Street,  London.  The 
labelled  “walkie-talkie  robbery" 
was  hushed  up  by  the  UK  govern- 
ment and  they  banned  the  media 
from  reporting  on  it.  No  one  was 
ever  arrested  for  this  robbery,  and 
it  has  taken  over  30  years  to  tell 
the  story. 

Whether  or  not  the  movie  version 
is  correct,  the  plot  quickly  intro- 
duces different  layers  of  characters. 

At  the  bottom  is  a gang  of  fasci- 
nating bottom-dwellers  who  work 
off  of  a hot  tip  about  a large  bank 
vault's  security  system  being  dis- 
armed for  a few  days.  Jason 
Statham  (Terry  Leather)  and  his 
band  of  friends  — Kev  in  Swain 
played  by  Stephen  Campbell 


Moore,  Dave  Shilling  played  by 
Daniel  Mays  and  Martine  Love 
played  by  Saffron  Burrows  — 
rent  an  old  women's  apparel  store 
almost  adjacent  to  the  bank. 

They  burrow  under  the  store  and 
right  into  the  bank's  vault,  looting 
millions  and  millions  of  pounds, 
jewels  and  various  top  secret 
incriminating  effects  from  the  safe- 
ty boxes. 

The  next  level  involves  Michael 
X played  by  Peter  de  Jersey,  a pimp 
and  a drug  dealer  operating  along- 
side a very  angry  so-called  Soho 
pom  king.  Lew  Vogel  played  by- 
David  Suchet. 

On  the  top  of  the  ladder  pulling 
the  strings  is  the  corrupted  securi- 
ty serv  ices  who  are  later  rev  ealed 
to  be  behind  the  w hole  operation. 

At  first  the  movie  is  confusing 
but  once  the  facts  are  introduced 


the  movie  takes  you  on  a roller- 
coaster ride  as  events  loop  around 
each  other. 

It  does  not  seem  like  it  at  first 
but  all  the  characters  intertwine 
and  everything  that  happens  all 
relates  to  the  uncovered  secrets 
found  in  the  security  boxes. 

This  fast-moving,  action- 
packed  movie  will  have  you 
tuned  in  the  entire  time,  wanting 
more  and  wondering  what  will 
happen  next. 


(Internet  photo) 

Jason  Statham  stars  in  The 
Bank  Job. 
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Feature 


Kitchener  photographer’s  work 
takes  him  around  the  world 


By  MARCIA  LOVE 

After  getting  his  first  camera  at 
the  age  of  14,  Michael  Messner 
decided  to  turn  his  hobby  into  a 
career. 

Messner  and  his  wife  Mary  oper- 
ate their  photography  studio. 
Artistic  Photography,  out  of  their 
Kitchener  home. 

He  took  photography  at 
Conestoga  and  has  been  a photog- 
rapher for  over  40  years. 

“I  like  taking  pictures  that  make 
people  smile,"  Messner  said. 

His  work  has  taken  him  to  many 
different  parts  of  the  world, 
including  Germany,  Ireland, 
Alaska,  Hawaii  and  all  across 
Canada. 

Messner’s  photography  has 
appeared  in  the  Scientific 
American  Magazine,  Owl 
Magazine,  Hallmark  calendars, 
travel  magazines  and  on  postcards. 

The  most  challenging  part  of  the 
job  for  him  is  finding  the  decisive 
instant  to  capture  an  image. 
However,  Messner  said  this  is  also 
the-most  rewarding  part  of  being  a 
photographer. 


“I  begin  (an  assignment)  with  the 
end  in  sight,  visualizing  the  out- 
come. Sometimes  I'll  come  up  with 
something  I wouldn’t  have  thought 
of.” 

He  said  he  has  had  some  memo- 
rable and  frightening  encounters 
with  animals  while  working. 

"I  was  taking  pictures  in  the 
Yukon  once  when  a grizzly  bear 
came  out  of  the  woods  right  in 
front  of  me.  1 got  a great  headshot 
of  it.” 

On  another  occasion,  Messner 
said  he  climbed  into  a cage  with  a 
magician's  cougar  in  St.  Jacobs  and 
the  animal  knocked  him  down. 

“(The  magician)  rushed  over  to 
make  sure  I was  OK.  I got  up  and 
got  out  of  there.” 

The  busiest  time  of  the  year  for 
the  Messners’  business  is  during' 
the  summer  and  Christmas. 

“It’s  a slower  time  right  now 
because  we  can’t  do  any  aerial 
(landscape)  photos  until  the  snow 
goes  away,”  Messner  said. 

He  said  because  of  the  way  the 
photography  business  is,  photogra- 
phers have  to  be  diversified  to  do 
well. 


“We  do  weddings,  portraits,  baby 
pictures  — you  have  to  be  able  to 
do  anything  that  comes  along.” 

Messner  said  the  business  is  con- 
tinually changing  with  improve- 
ments in  technology. 

“I  haven't  used  film*  for  seven 
years.  1 now  get  better  results  with 
digital,  and  it  gives  me  more 
options.  It's  a constant  learning 
process.” 


PHOTO  TIPS 


Messner  offers  these  tips  to 
aspiring  photographers: 

1 . Get  as  close  as  possible  to 
the  subject. 

2.  Wait  for  the  precise,  deci- 
sive moment  to  take  a shot. 

3.  Use  a high  enough  shutter 
speed  for  hand-held  shots. 

4.  Ensure  there  is  enough 
good  lighting. 

5.  Interact  with  the  subject. 
Whether  it  means  making 
them  laugh  or  putting  them  at 
ease,  do  what  is  necessary 
to  get  the  emotion  you  want. 


Three 

Unbeatable  Prices! 

One  low  monthly  fixed  price 
keeps  life  simple! 


V. 


DSL  Highspeed  Internet 

Includes  FREE  Long  Distance  in  Canada  and  FREE  Dial  up  Account  ^ ^ 


Cali  519  489  4459 

Sign-up  online  at  www.worldline.ca 

say  “SPOKE  CONNECT"' when  asked! 


SPOKE  CONNECT 


in  partnership  with 


f* mldlm 

fmlttiim  is  mi 


*D$L  free  long  distance  and  dial  up  accounts  only  available  in  certain  cities  in  Ontario  & Quebec.  * Cali  the  World  does  not  include  all  international  counities,  call  or  visit  website  for  complete  list. 

*A  $10  annual  lee  applies  - Check  website  for  complete  terms  & conditions. 


(Photo  by  Marcia  Love) 

Michael  Messner  holds  one  of  his  cameras  in  his  Kitchener 
studio,  Artistic  Photography.  His  work  has  taken  him  across 
Canada  and  around  the  world. 


This  photo  by  Messner  is  of  a barn  in  northern  Ontario. 


His  photo  of  a moose  was  taken  at  Gros  Morne  Park  in 
Newfoundland. 


